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Welcome to the Lee Valley Ice Centre  
construction project community newsletter
Work is well underway on the new Lee Valley Ice Centre 
which will become a community hub with two Olympic 
sized ice rinks attracting visitors from the local area and 
further afield. The centre will include a café, gym, exercise 
studios and community spaces that will be available 
for everyone to use. Alongside the new building, we’re 
creating new wetland and habitats – part of a range of 
environmental improvements.

We’ll keep you informed during the construction period 
through our newsletter which comes out every quarter. 
Alongside this, we host monthly Community Liaison Group 
meetings with neighbours and residents’ associations and 
post news on our website. Register for updates if you’d like 
the latest information straight to your inbox. 

Get in touch 

Find out more at our community website leevalleyicecentre.com 

If you have any problems, or to speak to our team, call our 
24/7 construction hotline 0800 093 1716

Register for updates: leevalleyicecentre.com/contact

Follow us on social:  
 @LeeValleyIce     LeeValleyIceCentre 

Over 120 schoolchildren visited the Lee Valley Ice Centre 
construction site to see their drawings brought to life in the 
huge artwork created by east London artist Alice Druitt on 
hoardings around the site. 

The community artwork was designed during classroom 
workshops last term at St Joseph’s Catholic Junior on 
Vicarage Road and Sybourn Primary on Sybourn Street, 
where Alice encouraged pupils to draw what the new centre 
meant to them. During the school trip, Alice showed the 
children the final artwork and their contributions explaining 
how she’d created the piece.

The school children hunted mini beasts in a session run by 
Lee Valley Regional Park Authority’s Youth and Schools team 
and helped prepare a time capsule which will be buried in the 
new regional centre. Read more here.

Left: Tomas and Julia from St Joseph’s Catholic Junior School with artist Alice 
Druitt handing over the time capsule to Keith Wilson, from our main contractor 
Buckingham Group Contracting Ltd. Right: Children from Sybourn Primary 
School enjoying the mini beast hunt run by Lee Valley Regional Park Authority 

CGI of the new Lee Valley Ice Centre

Leyton schoolchildren see their artwork 
brought to life

Christmas closures 

Our builders are taking a two week break over Christmas from the afternoon of Wednesday 22 December until  
Wednesday 5 January. The site will continue to be staffed 24/7 by the security team during the Christmas period.

From everyone at Lee Valley Ice Centre and Buckingham, we hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

https://leevalleyicecentre.com
https://leevalleyicecentre.com/contact
https://leevalleyicecentre.com/contact/
https://leevalleyicecentre.com/start-of-works/


For further information, contact us at
LVIC@communitycomms.co.uk or call us on 0800 093 1716

Construction update 

Following the dismantling of the old Lee Valley Ice Centre in 
September, our contractors, Buckingham, began the next 
stage of works, laying the foundations and subsequently, 
erecting the steel frame. 

Piling works began in late October lasting for three weeks, 
during which time 1,224 piles were gently screwed four to six 
metres into the ground. This method ensured less noise and 
disturbance to neighbours.  At the same time the foundations 
were laid on top of the piles. 

November saw the tarmac being laid on a new road inside the 
site and steel frames erected. Two thirds of the steel frames are 
set to be completed before Christmas, alongside all pre-cast 
concrete site units including stairs, the lift shaft, and terraces. 
The steel frame for the north ice rink is going up this month, 
ready for the roof to be fitted in January. 

With our ambition to become one of the most sustainable ice 
centres in the UK, we’re pleased to have recycled 95% per 
cent of materials from the old centre. This included 950 tonnes 
of crushed concrete which is being used in the new building, 
saving vast amounts of landfill and endless HGV journeys. 

Read more about the recycling here. 
Artist’s impression of the wetlands and native planting around the new 
Lee Valley Ice Centre 

Steel frame structure and tarmac has been laid 

Meet our newest recruit 

Twenty year old Brandon Forbes joined us last month, along 
with two trainees and a colleague on paid work experience.

Brandon, from nearby Redbridge, skated at Lee Valley Ice 
Centre when he was younger and knows the area well. He’s 
currently in the third year of his five-year Quantity Surveying 
(QS) course at London South Bank University and will be taking 
a three-year QS apprenticeship with Buckingham. 

Buckingham gave him a summer placement at one of their 
other sites at the end of his first year at university and the two 
clicked. We spoke to Brandon to find out about his experience 
and why he likes the job. 

‘Most of my friends are at uni full time, but I’ve always worked 
part time and knew I wanted hands-on experience alongside 
my studies. 

‘After working with Buckingham 
in my first year, I wanted to work 
with them in the future and I’m 
very happy to be welcomed 
back.

‘I’ve been working alongside their 
Graduate Surveyor over the past few 
months and already learnt more on the 
job than I did over the past couple years at uni.

‘I’m particularly excited to work on the new Lee Valley Ice 
Centre, as I used to visit the old centre as a kid, so it’s great to 
be back, but this time behind the build.’ 

We’re looking to hire more local people in the New Year when 
works are set to ramp up. 

Find out more on our website here. 

Wildlife set to thrive thanks to environmental 
improvements  

With the centre starting to take shape, we’re now looking 
ahead to next summer when we’ll begin a major programme 
of native planting and landscape enhancements, creating new 
habitats and boosting biodiversity. 

The front of the building will be constructed from gabion 
baskets - cages filled with rocks and stones - which will 
provide nooks and crannies for wildlife and insects to take 
refuge. We’ll also create bug hotels and plant native plants and 
climbers such as Honeysuckle and Ivy that provide nesting and 
feeding opportunities.

Grass outside the centre will be replaced with wildflower-rich 
meadows that will attract wildlife. We’ll plant over 140 native 
trees, which will result in a net gain of 123 trees. 

You can read more about our environmental enhancements here.
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https://leevalleyicecentre.com/95-of-waste-from-lee-valley-ice-centre-demolition-to-be-recycled/
https://leevalleyicecentre.com/enhanced-environment/

